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LIFE OF JOHNSON
Dr.      " The publication of my letter, if it could be of Robert- use in a cause to which all other causes are nothing, son I should not prohibit.    But first, I would have you to consider whether the publication will really do any good; next, whether by printing and distributing a very small number, you may not attain all that you propose ; and, what perhaps I should have said first, whether the letter, which I do not now perfectly remember, be fit to be printed.
" If you can consult Dr. Robertson, to whom I am a little known, I shall be satisfied about the propriety of whatever he shall direct. If he thinks that it should be printed, I entreat him to revise it; there may, perhaps, be some negligent lines written, and whatever is amiss, he knows very well how to rectify.1
" Be pleased to let me know, from time to time, how this excellent design goes forward.
"Make my compliments to young Mr. Drum-mond, whom I hope you will live to see such as you desire him.
"I have not lately seen Mr. Elphinaton, but believe him to be prosperous. I shall be glad to hear the same of you, for I am, Sir,
" Your affectionate humble servant,
" SAM. JOHNSON." " .Tohnson's-court, Fleet-street, April n, 1767."
1 This paragraph shews Johnson's real estimation of the character and abilities of the celebrated Scottish Historian, however lightly, in a moment of caprice, he may have spoken of his works.